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Northampton Permanent Trail BWF PT 302 

 
START & FINISH: Abington Park Museum, Park Avenue South,  

Northampton, Northants  NN1 5LW 
(free on-street parking in Park Avenue South) 

OS map 152    Grid Ref SP 775 616    Distance 14km 
Fee £1.00 (€2,00 cash only) 

Route last updated on 17th May 2018 
This route description is valid from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 

 
This walk has been established by members of the Ise Valley Vagabonds Walking Club (BWF 
Club No 70) and is a qualifying event in the IVV award scheme.  It can be walked at any time, 
subject to the note below. 
 
NOTE : This trail visits the 3 professional sporting grounds in Northampton, namely football, 
rugby union & cricket.  Please try to avoid walking the trail on match days, as traffic and 
access will be problematic.  See the following websites for fixture details –  
 
Northampton Town FC – www.ntfc.co.uk 
Northampton Saints – www.northamptonsaints.co.uk 
Northampton County Cricket Club – www.northantscricket.com 
 
 
Enter Abington Park through green gates at the pedestrian crossing and go ahead towards a 
large building (this is the Abington Park Museum – it is a 15th century manor house, once the 
home of Shakespeare`s granddaughter, Elizabeth Bernard, who is buried in the nearby 
church.  Although not indicated in any way, this houses the Regimental Museum of the 
Northamptonshire Regiment).  At the building, turn right and in 10 metres fork left to go 
across the grass in front of ‘The Park Café’.  At end of café, turn right to pass to the right of 
the mound and exit park through wall to road.  Cross road, turn right then immediately left 
along residential street (this is Wantage Road).  Cross to right hand side and ahead in same 
direction, to pass the Wantage Road Gate entrance to Northamptonshire County Cricket Club 
‘The County Ground’.  (Three County cricketers lost their lives during the Great War: James 
Ryan of the 1

st
 battalion, The King`s Liverpool Regiment died in September 1915, Tommy 

Askham of the 9th Suffolk Regiment died on The Somme in August 1916 and Charles Tomblin 
of the 2nd Northamptonshire Regiment died in June 1918)  
 
Continue ahead to T-junction at far end of road.  Turn right, and go ahead to cross Perry 
Street.  (The factory on your right is Crockett & Jones Ltd.  They were one of the many local 
shoe manufacturers who made boots for the services.  The company`s products are still very 
sought after and they have opened sales rooms from Paris to New York).  Continue ahead to 
T-junction.  Turn left and go along right hand side of road to end.  Turn right to pedestrian 
crossing, where turn left across road then ahead for 5 metres then turn right on tarmac path, 
to pass through two sets of green metal bollards and into parkland.  (This is The 
Racecourse).  Go ahead to cross paths and turn left, passing tennis courts.  Keep straight 
ahead with playing fields on your right, following the path on the inside of the park.  (The area 
gets its name as it is the site of the old Racecourse.  During the Great War, the land was 
turned into a vast military encampment, consisting of temporary buildings, stables and piles 
of hay and fodder for the horses that were kept here, along with wagons and field guns).  At 



the information board ‘The Racecourse’, go straight ahead and follow the path as it bears 
right around a play area. 
 
QUESTION 1.  WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE PLAY AREA? 
 
Stay inside the park to reach a red brick building.  Turn left and exit the park and cross road 
via pedestrian crossing.  Turn left alongside main road.  Ahead along road (this is Barrack 
Road) passing site of the Northampton International Academy.  (This area was the site of the 
Gibraltar Barracks of the Northamptonshire Regiment and some of the barracks still remain, 
at present, behind the current buildings.)  Continue past the old chapel that is now 
Northampton Chiropractic Clinic and ahead to cross St Georges Street to reach major road 
junction.  
 
Turn right, downhill, in direction of thin tower.  Cross road at pedestrian crossing and continue 
downhill, over junction, passing ‘Super Sausage Cafeteria’ and keep ahead to go over bridge 
at brow of hill, to reach set of traffic lights.  Turn left into Victoria Park and take middle of 
three paths to go straight ahead through metal railings.  Follow higher path around to right 
and take second path on your left, through avenue of trees, to road.  (On 19th October 1917, 
Zeppelin L45 took off from her home station at Tondern, near Germany`s border with 
Denmark, in a convoy of 13 airships to raid Sheffield, Manchester & Liverpool.  High winds 
blew her off course and the crew dropped their bombs in Northampton, along a line with the 
railway.  22 were dropped and 21 caused little damage.  The other bomb fell through the roof 
of 46 Parkwood Street, resulting in the deaths of 3 occupants.  These were the only deaths in 
WW1 in Northampton due to an air raid.  If you look to your left along the length of Victoria 
Park, Parkwood Street is the second street on the left after the end of the park.)  Go straight 
ahead along Althorp Road and continue to reach junction with main road at Gammons Place. 
 
QUESTION 2.  ON THE GROUND ARE A SERIES OF MEMORIAL PAVING SLABS 
ABOUT THE ZEPPELIN RAID.  WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE THREE PEOPLE 
KILLED ON 19TH OCTOBER 1917? 
 
Cross both sets of roads via pedestrian crossing and turn right along main road, to pass St 
James WMC.  Keep ahead towards Franklin`s Gardens, home of Northampton Saints rugby 
club.  (One of their most famous players was Edgar Mobbs DSO.  You will learn more about 
him later.).  
 
After house number 60, turn left along Melbourne Road and follow around edge of rugby 
ground.  At end of road, turn right towards metal gates.  Pass to the left of the gates and 
follow the tarmac path between Franklin`s Gardens and the rugby pitches on your left (these 
are the training pitches used by the club).  The tall tower on your right, seen previously, is the 
National Lift Tower (it is 127 metres tall and was built to test lifts.  It contains 6 lift shafts of 
varying heights and speeds.  It was christened by the late Sir Terry Wogan ‘the Northampton 
Lighthouse’ as it can be seen from miles around).  Continue on path through car parking 
areas to exit through fence at far end, to road.  Turn left and cross road at pedestrian 
crossing and go straight ahead on gravel path through wooden kissing gate.  Continue 
through area of scrubland, to rejoin road, where continue straight ahead (this is Edgar Mobbs 
Way).  
 
As you approach the sports stadium, you will pass an abandoned athletics ground, with a 
partially built football stand behind it (this stand is associated with the infamous missing £10 
million loan from Northampton Borough Council to the previous owner of the football club).  
(This is Sixfields Stadium, home of Northampton Town FC ‘The Cobblers’.)  Cross road at 
pedestrian crossing and turn right to fork left across grass to the ‘Walter Tull Memorial and 
Garden of Rest’.  (Walter Daniel Tull was born on 28th April 1888.  He was a black footballer 



with Tottenham Hotspur, at a time when race was a major issue in sport, before being signed 
for Northampton Town, of the Southern League, in 1911 by the manager Herbert Chapman.  
Tull played 110 first team games for the club.  When war broke out, Walter Tull signed up as 
a private and rose through the ranks, becoming the very first black Officer in the British Army.  
He fought at the battle of the Somme as a Sergeant and was then promoted to Second 
Lieutenant, despite a military rule excluding ‘negroes’ from becoming officers.  He was cited 
for ‘gallantry and coolness’ although he never received a Military Cross, despite a petition.  
Sadly, he never got to resume his promising footballing career as he was killed in combat on 
25th March 1918,aged 30, near the village of Favreuil in the Pas-de-Calais and his body was 
never recovered.  He is remembered at the Arras memorial.  Herbert Chapman later 
managed Leeds United and Huddersfield Town before becoming the legendary manager of 
Arsenal.  He is widely viewed to be the founder of football tactics and formations in football, 
most famously the 4-3-4, or ‘WM’ formation.) 
 
QUESTION 3.  WHAT BATTALION DID WALTER TULL ENLIST INTO? 
 
Go down the rear of the bank and turn left along road to pass beneath yellow height 
restriction barrier, staying on road to reach car park.  Go to far right hand corner and go 
through yellow bollards.  Turn left, and go straight ahead over three bridges.  Twenty metres 
after third bridge, turn left (signposted Swan Valley/Upton Country Park), to canal.  Turn right 
(signposted Northampton Lock/Town Centre) and ahead with canal on your left for 1km to 
reach bridge 14.  Leave canal path and cross bridge, then turn right (signposted St James 
Mill Road/Town Centre), and ahead to cross blue railed bridge and turn right again to go 
under railway viaduct.  Keep ahead on cycleway, under low disused railway viaduct, then 
ignore bridge on right and 20 metres later fork right passing ‘KFC’, to go under road bridge.  
 
Fork right, with river on your right, and follow path as it turns left up narrow inlet (the buildings 
to your right are the Carlsberg Brewery).  Follow path by inlet.  At end, continue ahead 
between metal railings and continue ahead on pavement to reach main road.  Turn left to 
pedestrian crossing and turn right over road.  Turn left and head slightly uphill towards the 
Ibis Hotel.  As you reach the hotel (diagonally opposite you), turn right along shopping street 
(this is Gold Street) to reach church / Lloyds Bank in the centre of Northampton.  
 
Go ahead along left hand side of All Saint`s Church then, at end, turn right past the Town & 
County War Memorial.  (This was designed by the renowned architect Sir Edwin Lutyens.)  
Turn left along George Row, to road junction (The Royal & Derngate theatre is 50 metres to 
your right).  Go along left hand road.  The first building on the left is the Guildhall.  Go up the 
steps and into the inner courtyard (limited access).  In it are 5 bronze statues to famous 
people associated with the local area.  These are John Clare, Edgar Mobbs, Malcolm Arnold, 
Walter Tull and one other.  
 
QUESTION 4.  WHO IS THE FIFTH STATUE OF AND WHAT IS HE WELL-KNOWN AS? 
 
Return to street and turn left along St Giles Street, continuing past shops to reach St Giles 
Church.  Turn left on St Giles Terrace and go straight ahead to T-junction with main shopping 
street.  Turn right to junction at end of road (BBC Radio Northampton is on your left).  Use 
crossings to reach left hand side of road opposite, then turn right to reach the Guy Salmon 
Jaguar dealership.  Cross road with care to garden and turn left.  At end of wall, turn right to 
War Memorial and separate statue.  This is the Edgar Mobbs memorial and was originally 
situated in the Market Square. 
 
(Edgar Robert Mobbs was born in Northampton on 29

th
 June 1882 but lived most of his early 

years in Olney.  A gifted rugby player, he played for and captained Northampton Saints, 
scoring 177 tries.  In 1907 he played for England for the first time, against Australia, and 



scored the first ever English try against them.  In 1910, he captained the England team on his 
final appearance.  Mobbs continued to play rugby for Northampton, East Midland and the 
Barbarians up until 1913, when he retired.  He also played for Toulouse.  He also played 
cricket for Buckinghamshire.  Following the outbreak of war, he tried to enlist in August 1914, 
but was initially refused a commission because of his age, 33.  He joined as a private soldier, 
raising his own unit of 264 men, ‘D’ Company, 7th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.  He 
took part in the battle of Loos in 1915, was promoted to Major in April 1916, later being 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.  He was wounded in August 1916, at the Somme and, after 
twice being mentioned in despatches, he was awarded a DSO in December 1916 for his work 
as a Battalion Commander.  He was again wounded, at Messines, in June 1917, later 
returning to action.  On 29th July 1917, at Zillebeke, he was killed in action at Lower Star Post, 
attempting to bomb a machine gun that had trapped a detachment of his battalion.  On 10th 
February 1921, the first Edgar Mobbs Memorial Match was played at Franklin`s Gardens 
between the East Midlands and the Barbarians.  The fixture still exists to this day, although it 
is now on a bi-annual basis and now alternates between Bedford and Northampton). 
 
QUESTION 5.  WHEN WAR BROKE OUT, WHAT DID EDGAR MOBBS FOUND? 
 
Return to road and turn right, crossing to left hand side when able with care.  Turn right and 
go ahead to junction.  Cross both sections of road via the traffic island and turn right, 
following main road around to the left.  Continue ahead past the derelict site of St Edmund`s 
Hospital (this is a former Victorian Workhouse, built in 1836.  It was designed by the architect 
George Gilbert Scott, who designed St Pancras) and continue until you reach Artizan Road.  
Turn left to the Artizan pub, where turn right along Billington Street and continue straight 
ahead to T-junction at far end.  Cross road and turn left, to reach Stimpson Avenue Academy.  
At end of school, turn right, with school on your right and ahead to Manfield Road.  Turn right 
and follow to end.  Cross road via pedestrian crossing and ahead and left along Christchurch 
Road, passing to the right of the church.  Ahead, passing Mobbs Miller House on the right, 
and straight over road junction.  In 10 metres, turn left through green gates into Abington 
Park and immediately fork right, past bowling green.  Turn left and in 10 metres turn right, 
past tennis courts.  Follow path to left, by rose garden, to path junction.  Turn right towards 
large building (Abington Park Museum).  At building, turn left along Bird Cage Walk, and pass 
through Abington Park Aviary.  At end, ahead for 10 metres, then turn right to tree 
surrounded by benches at the front of the building.  Turn left to leave park via the entrance 
gate, completing the Northampton Armistice Trail. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed the walk and have learned something of those associated with 
Northampton in the Great War. A good source of further information is the book. 
 
‘Northampton Remembering 1914-18’ by Philip Sawford (ISBN 978-0-7509-6154-7) £12-99 

  
The Ise Valley Vagabonds have established other Permanent Trails at Bedford (2), Daventry, 
Kempston, Kettering, Leicester, London (2), Marston Moretaine (3), Oxford, Rushden (2), 
Stamford, Stratford upon Avon, Warwick, Wellingborough and Woodstock. 
They are all qualifying events towards the IVV award scheme.  Further information about 
these walks, the IVV, the club and all its activities can be found by visiting our Web Site 
www.vagabonds.org.uk 
 
THE ORGANISERS ARE NOT LIABLE FOR ACCIDENTS, THEFT, AND/OR DAMAGE TO 
PROPERTY.  EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE BY THE ORGANISERS TO MAKE THIS A 
SAFE, ENJOYABLE AND MEMORABLE EVENT. 
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PERMANENT TRAIL REGISTRATION FORM

138 Rushden Road, Wymington

Rushden, Northants  NN10 9LE

If you have a problem with this trail, please try and resolve it with the organiser.

If you are unable to resolve the problem, then please contact the BWF Trail Officer.

or DL (110 x 220mm)) with this form and send it to

 


